
  Have You Noticed?

 • Our ponds are being addressed and treated by   
  The Greenery. Despite the incident resulting from   
  treating the front pond, they will truly be improved   
  after years of neglect. This year we expect, with   
  the support of the Greenery, to install fountains to   
  help maintain the health of the ponds (they’re   
  pretty too!). Our role is to provide electric service   
  for the fountains as soon as possible to stop any   
  further deterioration of the health of the ponds.
 • We’ve added new doggy stations around the   
  property to encourage our pet owners to do the   
  right thing and clean up after their pets. Please   
  notify the on-site property manager, Roy Hill, if   
  stations need to be resupplied; also, if you are aware  
  of pet owners not meeting their responsibility,   
  please let him know. Mr. Hill can address this with the  
	 	 individual,	especially	effective	if	it	shows	on	video.
 • Phase I of the Video Surveillance camera    
  installation has been completed. It has already   
  resulted in helping to identify a number of violators   
  for dumping, including non-residents coming   
  on to the property and dumping! Phase II will be   
  installed as soon as Hargray completes installation   
  of the appropriate wireless system.
 • The garbage surround has been pressure washed   
  and stained. There are plans submitted currently   
  to dispose of the old white fencing and create a   
  permanent “living” fence.
 • Dryer vents have been professionally cleaned out,  
  and dryer vent covers have been replaced    
  throughout the complex
 • Many areas of rot covered up by the recent painting of  
	 	 the	buildings	have	been	identified	and	repaired.
 • The irrigation system has been evaluated and   
  repaired throughout the complex. Things are being   
  watered again!
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A VERY BUSY YEAR!

From	Day	One,	Mark	Schaeffer,	Schaeffer	Properties,	has	
had his hands full managing the issues at VOS. When 
he applied, and the Board reviewed and accepted his 
application, we all believed this was going to be largely 
a	financial	reorganization	and	management	job.	Oh	my	
goodness, were we wrong!  From huge Formosan termite 
infestations to massive water leaks/building damage, to 
alligators	and	the	loss	of	Vinny,	fish	kill,	MAJOR	building	
restorations from termite damages that we thought had 
been corrected (NOT!), lack of basic maintenance, pond 
restoration, bullying residents, you name it, he got it!  Mr. 
Schaeffer	hit	the	ground	running,	developed	a	wonderful	
team to implement his and the Board’s vision and hasn’t 
stopped. We are impressed and grateful he and his team 
were	able	to	withstand	it	all	with	grace	AND	complete	a	
financial	reorganization	and	improved	financial	plan	for	
VOS. Some changes you may have noticed include a 
cleaner and more useful clubhouse, better access to the 
onsite	property	management	and	to	Schaeffer	Properties,	
less intrusion from the new pest control company. Our 
assets	have	been	invested,	and	are	reaping	significantly	
more for us than previously, as well as unknown income 
streams have been discovered and are being deposited!  
Phase I of the security video system has been completed, 
with	Phase	II	pending.	All	efforts	this	past	year	have	
supported	a	significant	increase	in	property	values	for	all	
owners,	with	NO	INCREASE	IN	REGIME	FEES!!		And	
there’s MORE!



Clubhouse
If you haven’t attended one of the recent evening events 
at the Clubhouse, we hope to see you soon!  Our Event 
Coordinator,	Ms.	Cameron,	has	been	doing	a	great	job	
planning and implementing some evening events almost 
monthly, including great food, beer/wine, great company!  
All	are	invited	and	welcome.	Most	events	are	free	of	
charge and are a great opportunity to become acquainted 
with neighbors, perhaps make new friends! Usually there 
is at least one Board member, and a property manager 
rep, making it also a great opportunity to ask questions, 
express opinions, learn how the cameras work, or any 
number of other interesting things going on at Old South!  
If you have other ideas for events at the Clubhouse, be 
it	nonprofit	clubs,	Tai	Chi,	Mobile	Vet	Clinic	Day…please	
don’t	hesitate	to	make	the	suggestion…it	might	be	the	next	
month’s event!

As	a	reminder,	the	Clubhouse	is	also	available	for	rent	for	
special events. Please contact Roy Hill, on site property 
manager, if you’d like to inquire further. 

Alligators and Other Southern Residents

Spring	came	with	all	its	welcome	warmth	….	and	the	
critters that come out to welcome that warmth!  So 
you may have seen turtles, alligators, black snakes, 
armadillos,	raccoons,	lizards,	as	well	as	migrating	birds,	
and numerous other animals and insects. Welcome to 
the South! We at Old South remind you that we protect, 
defend and support natural wildlife in its natural habitat. 
Wildlife is not to be disturbed or interacted with (i.e. 
feeding, provoking, luring, etc.), in violation of South 
Carolina	statutes,	or	VOS	policies.	Should	you	have	ANY	
concerns about wildlife, please feel free to contact your 
property manager for referrals to Critter Management 
and/or DNR. VOS will NOT be responsible for removal 
or destruction of wildlife. This is a matter left explicitly to 
DNR. 

Please read The Bluffton Sun article on page 4 of this 
newsletter	for	more	information	on	living	with	the	American	
alligator.

Upcoming Cool Stuff

In the works are a number of plans for improving life at 
VOS even more. Examples include:
 •	 A	dedicated	VOS	website,	to	include	basics	like		 	
  the Rules/Regs, Master Deed, Contact Information,   
  but also up dates and event information, and even   
  a link to pay regime fees online!
 • Phase II of the Security Cameras from garage to   
  Bldgs 30/32
 • Security lighting between buildings not dependent   
  on porch lights and street lights
 • Fountains for the ponds
 • Phased plan for resurfacing and redesigning the   
  parking lot
 •	 Phased	plan	to	rebuild	HVAC	platforms
 • Expanded use of the clubhouse
 •	 Planting	at	the	traffic	circles	with	perennials	that		 	
  won’t require monthly replanting
 • Easement development: considerations include   
  dog park, community garden, special parking, etc.



Hurricane Season

The	northern	U.S.	has	winter,	the	West	has	fire	season…
we have hurricane season!  This lasts generally from 
June through November. For those of you who’ve been 
through Irma and Matthew, you know the drill. If you were 
unfortunate	enough	to	go	through	something	like	Andrew,	
or	Hugo,	you	REALLY	know	the	drill.	Folks,	don’t	play	with	
hurricanes. VOS has been remarkably lucky during the 
last two, with minimal damage to buildings, landscaping, 
no	flood	damage,	brief	power	outages.	But	mark	the	word	
“lucky”.	This	can’t	hold	every	year.	And	if	the	Governor	
says	mandatory	evacuation,	just	do	it.	Pack	your	
special	papers,	pets,	jewelry,	whatever,	and	find	a	motel	
somewhere. If you need advice, guidance, the County 
has excellent information available, as well as emergency 
contact	numbers	and	numbers	to	call	to	confirm	ok	to	
return.	Please	avail	yourselves	….	best	case	is	you	have	
a few days adventure or an unplanned visit with friends/
family.	Worst	case	is	you’d	lose	some	property	….	but	
you’ll still be around to rebuild!

Contact Information
Schaeffer	Properties:	Mark	Schaeffer
843-505-1422			mark@schaefferproperties.com

On-site Manager: Roy Hill
843-837-5239   royoldsouth@outlook.com
Tues 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm; Thurs 4:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Parking and trash violations, fines
After	a	year	under	new	management,	here’s	the	update.	
Amazing	progress	has	been	made	at	the	trash	area.	
Before Phase I of the video surveillance cameras, we 
were	paying	approximately	$80-100	WEEKLY	to	dispose	
of trash/items people were leaving in the dumpster area 
rather	than	taking	to	the	recycle	center.	As	you	can	
imagine, this added up over time, and kept the dumpster 
area an unsightly mess. Since installing the cameras, 
we have been able to identify those abusing the system, 
people	coming	from	outside	Old	South,	imposed	fines	
covering our costs, and have experienced much less 
dumping	as	a	result.	A	similar	result	has	occurred	with	
parking	enforcement.	Abandoned	vehicles,	friends	of	
friends leaving vehicles, commercial vehicles, other 
unauthorized	and/or	illegally	parked	vehicles	have	been	
aggressively addressed. This has resulted in much more 
available parking for actual residents and may result in a 
viable parking plan once the parking lot is resurfaced and 
remarked. 

Is Old South Condo life for you?  
Old South as a community has been around since the 
mid 90’s. It’s gone through a lot of changes over the years 
and was “reinvented” as a condo community in 2005. In 
some ways it may seem like apartment living, but make no 
mistake, it’s not!  Every unit here is owned by someone, 
whether they are the actual residents, part time residents, 
or rent their units out. That means every owner has an 
interest in the community being safe, sound, well kept,  
and pleasant to reside in. What it means to live here 
includes being responsible members of a larger 
community, picking up our own trash, dog-doo, maintaining 
a quieter “voice” in public areas (can your f-bombs be 
heard in the next building?), being courteous of others 
regarding our guests’ behavior, alerting property managers 
to suspicious persons or improper/illegal behaviors, 
making sure children are not only safe but well behaved, 
pets are under control and cleaned up after. Well, you get 
the	idea.	Additionally,	having	parties	that	deny	residents	
reasonable	use	and	enjoyment	of	their	own	home,	taking	
up resident parking for friends and relatives, blasting music 
that can be heard several buildings away, are an example 
of poor community behavior. Recently we’ve experienced 
an increase in uncivil and discourteous behavior: failure 
to follow rules meant to maintain a safe and pleasant 
place	for	ALL	residents,	and	disregard	for	the	pleasant	
enjoyment	of	homes	by	doing	things	such	as	having	loud	
pool parties, leaving personal belongings in disarray 
around the buildings, playing personal music at loud 
volumes, requiring law enforcement to deal with domestic 
situations, and so forth. Though many of these behaviors 
may	be	subject	to	sanction	if	continued	by	anyone,	this	
article	is	just	a	reminder	to	provoke	thoughts	about	how	we	
hope we and our neighbors will behave so that everyone 
can	enjoy	their	experience	here	at	Old	South.



Alligator	mississippiensis.

 Of all the inhabitants of 
the	Lowcountry,	the	one	
most misunderstood might 
be	the	American	alligator.	The	prehistoric	appearance	and	
reputation	of	its	powerful	jaw	with	a	mouthful	of	80	to	100	
teeth make the reptile an intimidating neighbor. 
	 Living	among	them	can	be	both	safe	and	exciting.	
Andrew	Grosse,	alligator	program	biologist	with	the	South	
Carolina Department of Natural Resources, has a simple 
bit	of	advice	if	you	see	an	alligator	approaching:	“Leave	
the area,” he said. 
 Being alert is important for a community that depends on 
the	water	for	recreation,	tourism	and	business.	At	any	time	of	
the year, alligators can live in any of the aquatic habitats here 
in the state, Grosse said. 
 
	 Although	Grosse	said	he	wasn’t	sure	about	reports	of	
gators in the May River, he said “It’s very likely they use 
it	at	different	times	of	the	year.	Alligators	can	live	in	any	
aquatic habitat we have in South Carolina. “While it’s less 
likely	to	find	them	in	full	sea	water	environments,	if	there	
is water you should assume they are there.” 
	 That	goes	for	fishermen	and	recreational	boaters	as	
well. Movement on top of the water is an attraction and 
alligators can be curious. Much of their prey – ducks, 
geese, frogs, snakes, turtles and insects – cause a 
surface disturbance that they are likely to investigate. 
 When an alligator is nearby, “The best thing to do would 
be to pack up and move to another location. If an alligator 
is	swimming	toward	you	while	you’re	fishing,	it	could	be	
for	a	variety	of	reasons,	including	fishing	with	smelly	bait	
or	the	movement	of	a	hooked	fish,”	Grosse	said.	“It’s	also	
possible that they’ve been fed before and have associated 
boats and people with food.” 
 That sort of interaction creates a situation that can be 
bad for people and deadly for the alligators. 
	 “A	nuisance	alligator	is	one	that	has	lost	its	fear	of	
humans and poses a direct threat to humans or pets,” 
said Grosse. “The mere presence of an alligator does 
not deem it a nuisance.”

	 According	to	DNR	records,	there	have	been	22	alligator	
“attacks” in the state since 1915. Eleven of those were in 
Beaufort County, seven on Hilton Head Island. 
 “Don’t feed, harass or entice the alligators in order to 
get them to move away or towards you. The fewer  
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interactions you have with an alligator the less likely you 
are to have a negative one,” said Grosse. 

	 John	Handfield,	staff	officer	for	the	U.S.	Coast	Guard	
Auxiliary	Flotilla	10-11,	said	the	unit’s	members	on	patrol	
have not had any interaction or sightings of alligators. 
“However, we have seen a fairly large one in the waters of 
Skull	Creek	around	the	Boat	House	docks,”	Handfield	said.	
“This is where we keep three of our facilities [boats], so we 
are at the docks quite a bit.” 

 Gators are unlikely to be swimming around the marinas 
on a regular basis. They are dependent upon fresh water 
and will travel miles to visit ponds or lakes, according to 
Grosse, but might be found in brackish water or rivers. 
 Once spring arrives, alligators are everywhere basking 
in the sunlight, absorbing the heat to warm up their 
bodies. 
 “They want to increase their body temperature as much 
as possible during the day to be able to feed, travel and 
mate,”	Grosse	said.	“At	the	same	time,	the	breeding	
season occurs in the spring so alligators are moving a lot 
to	find	mates.”	

 Feeding or harassing alligators can result in legal 
issues. molesting, injuring or killing alligators is 
punishable by law with fines up to $2,500 and 30 days 
in jail. Feeding alligators is punishable by law with 
fines up to $150 and up to 30 days in jail. 
                                                     

direct	result	of	their	necessity	to	fulfill	their	basic	needs.	
Things like food, water and shelter that we take for 
granted, are the driving force behind why wildlife behaves 
the way it does,” said Grosse. “Thinking about it from this 
perspective can help us better understand and co-exist 
with the wildlife around us.” 

Gwyneth	J.	Saunders	is	a	veteran	journalist	and	freelance	
writer	living	in	Bluffton. 

Please note that the pictures accompanying this article 
are stock photos and were NoT taken at Old South! Re-
printed with permission from The Bluffton Sun.

     “We as humans                                                              
have a tendency
to	anthropomorphize
wildlife, when in reality
their actions are a
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